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CEO Corner
PIFSA – a community  
of expert practice 
The printing and packaging industries 
need to take control of their own  
training destinies.

AS reported in the March issue of PrinTalk, PIFSA 
was compelled to stop funding the Cross Media 
Training Centre in February, and as a result the 
College had to cease practical training operations. 
This is a devastating blow to skills development in 
the printing and packaging industries, but we are 
determined to use this crisis as an opportunity to 
build something better.

In the interim, PIFSA is assisting with the ongoing provision 
of TT blocks in Johannesburg, Durban and Cape Town. Chris 
Mason is co-ordinating these blocks using former CMTC 
lecturers. We have written to MAPPP SETA informing them of 
this training which is still taking place under the accreditation 
of the CMTC, and they have thanked us for our assistance. 
The same lecturers and content are being used as 
previously. The only difference is that the lecturers are no 
longer in the full-time employ of the CMTC. 

The CMTC has also transferred all of its intellectual 
property to PIFSA.

Before finalising a new training system, however, 
it is vital that our members be given an opportunity 
to be involved in the development of a solution, and 
the Federation has engaged the independent McManus 
consultancy to establish the views of our members, and to 
come up with alternatives for consideration. I am also currently engaged in in-depth discussions with 
a tertiary educational institution which is very interested in establishing an education and training 
partnership with PIFSA.

Whatever the outcome of the feedback from the consultants, the fundamental principle is that our 
industry should take control of its own skills development destiny. The Federation’s members are 
responsible for 2,5% of our country’s GDP and we cannot afford to leave the development of our 
people in the hands of others. Our members have the best business brains, entrepreneurial spirit and 
drive available. New skills legislation provides for the establishment of ‘communities of expert practice’ 
and we believe that the Federation’s membership is exactly that – a community of expert practice in 
the printing and packaging industries.

The SETA system in this country is due for a major shake-up with these bodies currently applying for 
re-establishment for another five year period from 2010 to 2015. The Department of Labour is using 
this process to realign and reorganise SETAs. The Federation’s Board of Management has carefully 
considered the composition of MAPPP SETA and other SETAs and has come to the conclusion that this is 

Chris Sykes, CEO
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an opportune time for the printing and packaging 
industries to move to a more industrially-based 
SETA.

As a result, we have had discussions with the 
CEO of MERSETA and he has offered to establish 
a separate chamber for our industries. This SETA 
administers a large number of apprentices and 
is industrially focussed. PIFSA has written to 
the Minister of Labour and MERSETA to apply to 
move as part of this reorganisation of SETAs. We 

have no problem with the continued existence 
of MAPPP SETA – we just believe that it is too 
diverse, it has proven itself unable to administer 
the apprenticeship system, and its primary focus 
is the money contributed by our industries, and 
not the skills that we need.

Once the sale of the Honeydew property takes 
place, we will be in a position to accelerate the 
process of taking control of our own training 
destiny.

LAKE Jozini, a vast expanse of water tucked 
away in the north east corner of KwaZulu-
Natal, was the venue for the 2009 Antalis 
Tiger Fishing Tournament. The event – held 
in February – attracted a record entry.

It’s every fisherman’s dream to hook into 
one of the most ferocious feeders of all – the 
tiger fish – but it’s not necessary to travel to 
the Zambezi or the Okavango to pit your skills 
against these tough and testy fish. KZN has 
them on the doorstep.

A discussion on fishing would not be complete 
without mentioning the weather, which plays a 
great part in the enjoyment and success of any 
outing. Fortunately, on this occasion the weather 
played along. Northern KZN is characterised by 
extreme temperatures in the upper 30ºs and 
sometimes into the low 40ºs. Very strong winds 
are also common on the lake.

However, these fishermen were blessed with 
water temperatures in the region of 26º to 28º, 
gentle winds and moderate air temperatures for 
both days of the competition. All looked good 
and promised excellent fishing.

Once on the water, however, it became apparent 
that the recent rains had not helped matters. Areas 
of dirty water provided a drawback for some (and 
anglers always need an excuse!).

This year’s competition saw the minimum 
qualifying size shift from 300mm to 350mm. 
Consensus was that this could be pegged at 
400mm in 2010.

BIGGEST FISH
Craig Galloway of Group Graphics topped the 
scale with a fish of 3,3kg and walked away 

KZN Chamber News
Antalis Tiger  Fishing Tournament

with a Futronic S/S gas braai, sponsored by 
Panasonic Business Systems. Also part of his 
prize was the free use of a Mitsubishi Triton 
2.5 Diesel 4x4 for two months, courtesy of 
Mitsubishi Motors Umhlanga and Pinetown. 

MOST FISH
Daryl Scott of Fishwick Printers won the prize for 
the most fish – a tally of 13 measurable fish.  Daryl 
won a skottel set donated by Stetsons Catering 
and a Tournament Engraved Knife sponsored by 
Mike Burnett and Denis Rainbird.  Other prizes were 
sponsored by Trevor Konigkramer, Grant Leah, Glyn 
Houghton and Yamaha.

TOP TEAM
The top team prize went to Tony Konigkramer and 
crew with 28 fish measuring a combined length of 
11,1m, averaging out at just under 400mm/fish. 

The second team prize went to Antalis Print 
guests skippered by Mark Woods and crewed 
by Greg and Andre. They caught 24 fish 
with a combined length of 10,1m (average 
approximately 420mm/fish).  

Prizes for the team event, raffle and lucky 
draw were sponsored by Festo, Southern 
Pumps, Yamaha, Kendall & Strachan, Avery 
Dennison, Ansell Industries, GcG 4x4, Self Copy 
Papers, Kingfisher, Extra-Air, Shayamoya Tiger 
Fishing & Game Lodge and Antalis South Africa.

The tournament saw 407 fish boated, recorded 
and released alive with a combined length of 
180m, equating to an average of 440mm/fish.

The tournament was well supported by the 
printing industry and has become a feature in 
the calendar of many.

Winner of the most fish – Darryl Scott 
of Fishwicks seen here with Craig 
Stevens of Antalis

Jimmy Yates (Fishwicks), Gavin Le Roux 
(Skipper), Ricky Lazenby (UPM Raflatac), 
Daryl Scott (Fishwicks).

Tournament winner 
was Craig Galloway.
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Apprentice TT 
blocks continue to 
be offered in KZN
THE announcement that practical 
training would cease at the Cross 
Media Training Centre in Honeydew has 
not affected the TT blocks offered to 
apprentices in KwaZulu-Natal. 

The KZN Chamber continues to offer Trade 
Theory (TT) blocks; and has a range of other 
training programmes on offer.

‘We are committed to providing for the 
training needs of the industry in KZN,’ 
comments Chamber director, Geoff Warren. 

The Chamber’s training programme started 
in earnest towards the end of January 2009, 
and a number of courses have already been 
presented.

These include:
•  �Level One First Aid Training 
•  �Handling of Misconduct and Poor 

Performance Problems 
•  �Estimating for Printers 
•  �An Introduction to Print 
•  �TT1 and TT2 blocks 

The estimating class of 2008 together with lecturer 
Alan Hay and KZN Chamber president Kevin Moore 
Boyle.

PCA continues to be 
well supported
HELD in March, the Printing Craftsmans 
Association’s AGM was well supported by 
members, who enjoyed the customary 
drinks, snacks and lively networking that 
followed the official proceedings.

This year’s committee is pretty much the 
same band of dedicated members as last year’s. 
At least they’re flattered to know they must be 
doing a good job! The committee consists of 
Ken Leid (president), Charles Saunders (vice 
president), Nils Huijser (treasurer), Jenifer 
Webb (secretary), Theo Clark, John Donaldson, 
Deon Fabe, Stuart McGregor, Cheryl McMillan 
and Mike Steynberg.

Plans are already afoot to arrange some 
interesting plant visits.

The PCA’s objective is to assist in keeping 
members informed of printing industry activities 
and technological developments. These efforts 
are well supported by those companies that 
open their doors to members and, in the words 
of the PCA’s motto, are prepared to ‘Share their 
Knowledge’ for the good of the industry.

This year’s Printer’s Dinner takes place on 
Tuesday September 18. This is the one great 
printing event in Cape Town when some 500 
people get together for a great evening of good 
food, good wine and entertainment. However, 
there’s a serious purpose behind the frivolity, 
as funds are generated to assist promising 
students and to support certain charities.

Every year a prestige brochure is prepared 
for this event – not only being placed on tables 
but also inserted into PACKAGiNG & Print Media 
to reach some 4 000 packaging and printing 
industry readers.

This year, a special ‘early-bird’ discount of 
20% is being offered on advertising rates to 
companies making bookings with full payment 
by the end of May. The discounted rate for an 
A4 page is R5 600. Half and quarter pages are 
also available. So book your advertising space 
by May 31 and deduct 20%. You’ll have a real 
bargain!

Anybody wishing to join the Association 
is welcome as a visitor at any of the PCA’s 
meetings or visits. Call Jenifer Webb for 

further details.
T +27 021 5314465/083 2276411

email jeniferwebb@mweb.co.za

TT1 students seen with lecturer Graham Sperring.
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THIS time last year, we reported that the 
Cape Chamber had once again enjoyed 
a record turnout of no fewer than 250 
people at its AGM and dinner.

This year the record was broken yet again, 
with 259 people turning up at Kelvin Grove, to 
an evening generously sponsored by Océ. As 
director, Ken Leid, remarked: ‘The downturn is 
being firmly ignored by members of the Cape 
Chamber!’

As usual, the business of the AGM was briskly 
handled, including an update by outgoing 
chairman, Ian Shepherd, and the election of 15 
committee members (see opposite page).

Then as Ian Shepherd relinquished his post, 
Nampak Carton & Labels’ Paul Coombe stepped 
up to the mark taking over as Cape Chamber 
chairman for the coming year, with Edmond 
Ronne as vice chairman.

As per tradition, guest speaker at the 
AGM was PIFSA’s CEO, Chris Sykes, who 
addressed the meeting on a variety of topics. 
As he admitted, what he told members was 
essentially the same as last year’s message, 
with the main change being the subsequent 
closure of the CTMC. ‘We must not waste 
another year,’ Chris declared, referring to the 
ongoing débacle with the MAPPP SETA. ‘What 
we need is a separate chamber within an 
industrial SETA.’

[Read more about this topic in CEO’s Corner 
on page 65.]

The dinner that followed the AGM, with wine 
generously sponsored by Finwood Papers, 

Cape Chamber News
Cape Town members ignore the downturn!

was immensely enjoyable. Aiding its success 
was Brian Edwards who – in his inimitable way 
– acted as MC and caused gales of laughter with 
his irreverent comments and risqué jokes!

And then came the pièce de resistance … an 
after-dinner speaker of note, in the form of Dr 
Azar Jammine of Econometrix.

After matriculating at Pretoria Boys’ High 
School, Azar Jammine went on to graduate 
with a BSc Honours in Mathematical Statistics 
at the University of the Witwatersrand. He 
subsequently completed a BA Honours in 
Economics at the same University and then 
an MSc in Economics at the London School of 
Economics, followed by a PhD at the London 
Business School, following which he was 
awarded a two-year Post-Doctoral Fellowship 
at the School’s Centre for Business Strategy. 
To finance his studies, Azar Jammine used 
his knowledge of six languages to conduct 
international business consultancy projects in 
various countries and various industries. He 
returned to South Africa in December 1985 to 
take the position of director and chief economist 
of Econometrix, where he’s been ever since.

This, then, is the highly impressive pedigree 
of the man who addressed Cape Chamber 
members, and who was – as always – well 
worth listening to!

Underlining his popularity as a speaker is 
the fact that he has conducted approximately 
3 500 presentations dealing with local and 
international economic environments.

As he pointed out, with the lifting of sanctions 

With guest speaker, Dr Azar Jammine, director & 
chief economist, Econometrix (second from left), are 
Edmund Ronné (PIFSA president, and incoming vice 
chairman of the Cape Chamber), Chris Sykes (PIFSA 
CEO), Ken Leid (director, Cape Chamber of PIFSA), and 
Ian Shepherd (outgoing Cape Chamber chairman).

Out with the old and in with 
the new … Ian Shepherd 
hands over the reins of 
office to Paul Coombes 
as chairman of the Cape 
Chamber.

MC and auctioneer extraordinaire, 
Brian Edwards, with Nedbank’s 
Dudley Flügel. The evening included 
a wine auction in aid of Autism 
Western Cape, for which Dudley 
Flügel is a tireless campaigner.

Syreline’s 
Derek 
Murison 
is one of 
the Cape 
Chamber’s 
committee 
members. 
He’s seen 
here with 
his business 
partner, Paul 
Schweizer.

Newly-wed 
Terry Boyle 
(Nampak 
Carton & 
Labels) was 
congratulated 
by his PIFSA 
friends.

PACKAGiNG 
& Print 
Media’s Gill 
Loubser 
with Ken 
Leid, Cape 
Chamber 
director.
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BORDER CHAMBER
Sharonne Dewing
Tel: 043 7022123
Fax: 043 7435156
E-mail: sharonne@dispatch.co.za

CAPE CHAMBER
Ken Leid
Tel: 021 5951367
Fax: 021 5951376
E-mail: cape-chamber@pifsa.org

CENTRAL CHAMBER
Pat Lacy
Tel: 011 6993044
Fax: 011 6993042
E-mail: nickyc@pifsa.org

EAST CAPE CHAMBER
National Office
Tel: 011 6993000
Fax: 011 6993010
E-mail: lmoralee@pifsa.org

FREE STATE and  
NORTHERN CAPE CHAMBER
W Hauptfleish
Tel: 058 4812105-7
Fax: 058 4814267
E-mail: admin@oranje.co.za

KWAZULU-NATAL CHAMBER
Geoff Warren
Tel: 031 7058744
Fax: 031 7054408
E-mail: kzn-chamber@pifsa.org

NORTHERN CHAMBER
Lana Human
Tel: 087 8053675
Fax: 012 6871317 or 086 6275175
E-mail: northern-chamber@pifsa.org

The views expressed in PrinTalk are, unless otherwise 
stated, not those of the Printing Industries Federation 
of South Africa (PIFSA). Everything in PrinTalk and any 
attachments relating to the official business of PIFSA or 
any affiliated or administered Association is proprietary to 
PIFSA. Whilst all reasonable steps are taken, PIFSA cannot 
assure that the integrity of this communication has been 
maintained or that it is free of errors.

Your PIFSA  
Regional  
Contact  
details:

in the 1990s, South Africa’s economy became 
inextricably linked with the rest of the world. 
However, in terms of the current global 
economic downturn, he went on to outline some 
reasons why South Africa isn’t suffering to quite 
the same extent as the rest of the world.

Among reasons for this apparent resilience 
is that South Africa is more closely aligned to 
developing rather than developed economies 
– which means there are more growth 
opportunities in the face of rapid urbanisation. 
He pointed to the developed world’s reckless 
use of debt to promote economic growth, and 
the irresponsible lending policies that have led 
to the current financial meltdown.

Azar also cited falling interest rates and 
inflation, at a time when South African workers 
are enjoying larger wage increases. This, he 
maintained, is providing breathing space for 
consumers and resulting in growth in retail sales.

He’s also upbeat about the South African 
banking system which, in his view, isn’t exposed 
to passing on risk as has been seen in the rest 
of the world. ‘Our banks are not as vulnerable 
as those in the US and Europe,’ he maintained. 
Coupled to this, he mentioned the rand’s 25% fall 
in value over the past few years, making South 
African exports more competitive.

Another reason for Azar’s cautious optimism is 
what he terms the ‘fiscal spin’ to counteract the 
downturn. By this he means that government’s 
low level of indebtedness means it has room to 
increase debt without running into trouble. He 
also remarked on the infrastructural investment 
projects on the go and their increasing 
momentum in the lead up to the 2010 World 
Cup. ‘We’re looking at moderate recovery in 
some sectors in next year or so,’ he concluded. 
‘Times will be tough this year, but we can eke 
out some growth!’

It was a truly inspirational speech from a real 
pro.

Representatives of member 
companies elected to the Cape 
Chamber committee:
Albert Berman, Tricolor 
Anton Uys, Safepak
Basil Morkel, Tandym Print 
Derek Murison, Syreline Process
Douglas Williams, Trident Press
Edmund Ronné, Die Nooitgedacht Pers 
(vice chairman)
Eugene Brandt, Creda Communications
Grant McWilliams , Lithotech 
Manufacturing Cape
Gwilym Kingdom, Creative Graphics 
International
Johan Botha, Paarl Coldset
John Bywater, Colourtone Press
Mike Ehret, Paarl Print
Mike Wiese, Lexlines
Paul Coombe, Nampak Cartons & Labels 
(chairman)
Robert Jones, Colpak

MC and auctioneer extraordinaire, 
Brian Edwards, with Nedbank’s 
Dudley Flügel. The evening included 
a wine auction in aid of Autism 
Western Cape, for which Dudley 
Flügel is a tireless campaigner.
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